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Contacts: Martin Twer, president, International Student Association, (406) 207-1756, 
martin.twer@umontana.edu; Mona Mondava, festival coordinator, Office of Foreign Student 
and Scholar Services, (406) 243-6059 or (406)-243-2226, mona.mondava@umontana.edu.
UM TO HOST INTERNATIONAL CULTURE AND FOOD FESTIVAL
MISSOULA-
The University of Montana will host the annual International Culture and Food Festival 
from noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, March 12, at the University Center.
The theme for this year’s festival, which is organized by UM’s International Student 
Association and the Office of Foreign Student and Scholar Services, is a “A Day in the Global 
Village.” Admission for the public event is $1.
The festival begins with a parade of flags and will include a food bazaar, table displays, 
culture show and Children’s World. The event is intended to showcase cultures from around 
the world, as well as promote acceptance of and appreciation for cultural differences. Martin 
Twer, president of the International Student Association, believes that is especially important 
in the world right now.
“Over 400 students and scholars from about 75 countries attend The University of 
Montana and appreciate this occasion to showcase their culture and foods to the community 
and to fellow American students,” he said. “To establish trust and sympathy with foreign 
people and countries we need to get to know and understand each other.
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“Only if we accept and respect each other, then we can make this a peaceful and 
prosperous world. The International Culture and Food Festival at UM provides a pleasant 
environment to cultivate this admiration for each other in a time of strained foreign relations.”
About 20 booths at the food bazaar will feature authentic recipes from counties such as 
Estonia, China, Mexico, Indonesia, Greece, Finland, Cambodia, Africa and the United States. 
The food bazaar will be located in the UC Atrium, and dishes will be priced from 50 cents to 
$3. The food goes fast, so hungry guests are advised to come early.
The culture show will offer nearly two dozen traditional performances throughout the 
day in the UC Ballroom. The show will feature various artists, with songs from the 
International Choral Group Dolce Canto; Malaysian Candle and Baboo Dance; poetry 
recitations in Hebrew, Arabic and Farsi; belly dances; dances of the Romance countries by the 
Elenita Brown Dance Group; and dances from Taijikistan.
Children’s World will be on the second floor in the UC Commons and will offer events 
and activities especially designed for kids. These will include fan painting, Cyrillic 
calligraphy, Korean clothes dress up, origami folding and other games from around the world. 
Children will be given “Explorer Passports” to encourage them to visit various festival 
activities to earn prizes.
Display booths will present literature, maps, art and photographs from the individual 
countries.
Local ethnic organizations such as the Sons of Norway, the Kumamoto-Japan 
Friendship Club of Montana, the Greek community and Sweden-Vasa Lodge also will
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participate in this event.
All are invited to participate in this unique Montana multicultural extravaganza.
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